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Another embarrassing problem was the state of Ireland. As
a result of Catholic Emancipation, O'Connell was now in Parlia-
ment, at the head of a compact little group of Irish members
nicknamed " O'Connell's Tail.*' They engaged in a new
agitation—for the repeal of the Act of Union (§ 250) which had
deprived Ireland of its independent government, and for the
abolition of tithes. The latter were a form of rate, levied for the
support of the Protestant Church, the payment of which not
only bore heavily on the impoverished Irish peasantry, but was
forbidden by their religion. Refusal to pay it led to scenes of
violence which seemed likely to end in something like a revolu-
tion. O'Connell and his " Tail" enforced their demands by
obstructing parliamentary business in every possible way; and
the worst of it was that the Ministers were not agreed as to the
right policy to adopt in the matter. In 1835 O'Connell made a
secret bargain with the Ministry,1 by which he undertook to
drop the agitation for repeal in return for an Act abolishing
tithes. But the rank and file of the Whig party were entirely
opposed to this concession, and voted against the measure when
it came before Parliament. So O'Connell started his twofold
agitation again with redoubled bitterness, and the Government
had profited nothing by an action which had robbed them of
the confidence of their own supporters.
Then, again, the Radicals felt that the Whigs had cheated
them over the Reform Bill, and began the " Chartist " agitation
for a further reform of Parliament. Furthermore, some of the
Government's well-meant reforms, such as the New Poor Law,
were causing great distress among the poor.
The Whigs were saved for a time by the death of William IV
in 1837. For he was succeeded by his niece Victoria, an inex-
perienced girl of eighteen, who was dependent for guidance on
the Prime Minister; and Lord Melbourne proved just the man
for the task. A courtly, kindly, experienced man of the world, he
assisted the young Queen over her difficulties with such tact
and fatherly geniality that she became devoted to him, and was
1 Sometimes called " The Lichfield House Compact."

